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Title of the course: Entrepreneurship and Innovation Camp for students
The purpose: The aim of this module is to help students from different disciplines to gain the basic knowledge in entrepreneurship and to bring this knowledge from lectures to practice. The course will help students to gain confidence in self-analysis of entrepreneurship readiness, the role of entrepreneur in economic development, organizational structure, sources of financing, budgeting. Student will further learn to develop their entrepreneurial project in teams. 

The objectives of course will cover three key aspects of entrepreneurship:
1) how to start an entrepreneurial project and how to generate business ideas, 

2) how to develop business ideas through appropriate business development tools 

3) how to bring business ideas to market and how to sell them. 

The target group. The module “Entrepreneurship and Innovation Camp” is designed for university students. It aims to promote entrepreneurship and innovation among students of different fields of study. The students are expected to engage and challenge themselves, as will real entrepreneurs react in similar contexts and especially in the Albanian context. After the camp, participants will have a better understanding of the requirements to become an entrepreneur and they can reflect if entrepreneurship can be a possible future career path for 
them. The camp also introduces another approach on how to learn about entrepreneurship and foster entrepreneurial skills. Students of different will be better equipped with entrepreneurial skills and open to entrepreneurial mindset.
Implementation of the student course “Entrepreneurship and Innovation Camp” at the University of Elbasan “Aleksandër Xhuvani”
The Innovation Camp was organized by the University of Elbasan “Aleksandër Xhuvani”

during 19.06.2023–21.06.2023 after the pilot course approval by the University outhorities. 

The announcement of the students' module was made available on the official website of the University of Elbasan “Aleksandër Xhuvani” via the following link: 
https://www.uniel.edu.al/lll-centre-ue/njoftime/1715-entral-njoftim-per-trajnim
After the publication of the call for participating, the implementation team created the link of registration as below:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegD3qP84AIUazrtJDnwZFt-tg9eUVGCvqTrjOVU6Io0J4s_A/viewform
At the end of the registration process, 38 students from the University of Elbasan “Aleksandër Xhuvani” participated in the innovation camp. Most of the students were mainly students of Law and students from different study programs at the Faculty of Economy and other faculties. The focus of the module was to promote entrepreneurship and innovation among students in different fields of study. Through this module, the students learned and gained more practical experience about entrepreneurship and developed new business ideas in teams. Some guest speakers were invited to share their experiences dealing with the challenges faced while opening new businesses. Six students’ teams were organised to develop the new business ideas and present them on the final day of the training.

All the materials and the activities were very comprehensive for all the participants, and the activities were simple, and all the students participated actively. The students were able to comply with all assignments and tasks given to them and were able to pitch their ideas despite time constraints in three days.

The program of the EntrAL Innovation Camp Program

19 Jun 2023 - Day 1

	10:00  -  10:15 
	Welcoming remarks 

	10:15  -  10:30 
	Warming up. Introduce each other

	10:30  -  11:00
	Supporting lecture Activity 1: Exploring entrepreneurship

	11.00 - 11:15
	Self-evaluation. How entrepreneurial are you? 

	11:15 - 12:15
	Individual self-learning - Exploring Entrepreneurial role models

	12:15 - 13:00
	Guest Speaker _ Klevis Çullhaj, Branch Manager of SIGAL UNIQA GROUP AUSTRIA, Insurance Company 

	13:00 - 14:00
	Lunch break

	13:00 - 15:00
	Facilitated Team Work Activity 2: Team Building 

	15:00 - 16:30
	Supporting lecture Activity  3: Generation of a business idea

	16:30 - 18:30
	Facilitated team work session Activity 3: Brainstorming in teams


20 Jun 2023 - Day 2 

	10:00   - 11:00
	Supporting lecture Activity  4: Business Development Tools and Methods

	11:00 - 12:00
	Facilitated team work session Activity 4: Business environment analysis Start Ups

	12:15 - 13:00 
	Guest Speaker – Blerta Kaso, Entrepreneur, Che-Chic Beauty Salon

	13:00 - 14:00
	Lunch Break

	14:00 - 16:00
	Facilitated team work session Activity 5: Identifying the key components of a business plan

	16:00 - 17:00
	Supporting lecture Activity 6: Business Canvas Model

	17:00 - 18:00
	Exploring Strategizes Platform  

	18:00 - 18:30
	Facilitated team work session Activity 6:  Identifying key components of the business development plan in teams


21 Jun 2023 - Day 3 

	10:00 - 11:30
	Pitching and simulations 

	11:30 - 12:30
	Lessons learned from the module

	12:30 - 13:30 
	Presentations

	13:30 - 14:30
	Lunch break

	14:30 - 17:00
	Presentations

	17:00 - 18:00
	Award ceremony and distribution of the certificates to the participants. Final remarks.


The methodology
The module offers a range of activities that integrate theoretical concepts with practical application. These activities aim to develop the final business plan and video pitch for the entrepreneurial project. The utilization of participatory methods and other techniques was crucial in enabling the participants to gain a clear understanding of the learning content. Several techniques, tools and teaching aids were used to support entrepreneurial learning, including: 
· Warming up 
· Brainstorming
Self-reflection and team building exercise

· Group discussion 
· Lectures and Case studies
· Videos
· Analytical questions
· Pitching role playing simulation
· Group work (onsite)
· Guest speaker
· Facilitated group work 
· Pitching role playing simulation 
· Final simulation presentations

Students’business ideas:

1. Inter sport Vision- sportswear and sports equipment online shop
2. Bookshop  - Selling books and creating online library access
3. E-service Shop – one stop shop for all online services 
4. Eco-Clean  - Office and house cleaning service
5. Touristic City – app for city guide  

6. Online Insurance – broker for insurance services
Pilot course evaluation 

Figura 1. General evaluation of the module
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The results of the overall evaluation of the pilot course are shown in the figure above after the questionnaire applied by the coordinator. From the responses received, we have a satisfactory evaluation of the pilot course from good to excellent, where most respondents rate the course in 88% of cases as very good and excellent. Only in 17% of cases this module was evaluated satisfactorily.

The students in the comments regarding the impressions from the training evaluate the course as successful and do not suggest aspects for improvement. The handling of the topics and their combination with practice have been evaluated as the strongest point of the course by the students. The module has been evaluated as well structured to achieve learning outcomes, with a good balance of theory during lectures and practice. The students have requested that the material presented during the course and a more in-depth material on the subject to be available for them, and the training staff has taken measures to distribute additional materials after the end of the course.
Conclusions and problems
1. Very good interest shown for the course topics
2. Active engagement of students in group activities

3. Active discussions and participation of students in all  issues related to the business idea generation

4. Low level of knowledge on entreprenurship education by students and curosity to learn more
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