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REPORT

ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PILOT COURSE

Entrepreneurial skills education for primary and preschool teachers for pre-university education

Supported by the Entral project

Working group:

Imelda Sejdini

Alketa Vangjeli
Ina Sejdini

Albana Madhi
Title of the module: Entrepreneurial skills education for primary and preschool teachers for pre-university education
The purpose: The main purpose of this module is to build teaching capacities with skills in the education of entrepreneurship concepts for primary education and preschool education through basic knowledge of entrepreneurship adapted to the class level and the orientation towards ideas for practices and projects that educate a small entrepreneur.

The objectives of the training module:

• To create and develop entrepreneurial skills for teachers;

• To identify the activities that should be developed by the teacher aiming entrepreneurial education among primary school children;

• To create a learning model for evaluating the effectiveness of early entrepreneurial education in the primary cycle of the educational system;

• To create and develop teacher competencies for the development of three types of skills in children: non-cognitive entrepreneurial skills, cognitive entrepreneurship and intentions to become entrepreneurs;

• Main result: the teacher should be able to organize by simulating an entrepreneurial program.

The training methodology consisted of the specific methodology and the global methodology.

Specific methodology: taking into account the grade level to discover entrepreneurial competencies; testing through an application; observation in nature to test the personal characteristics of children and to identify whether these characteristics predict competences for decisions of an economic nature; the attitude of the parents and the way to develop the dialogue between them and the children enabling exposure to entrepreneurial activities from an early stage; the use of entrepreneurial activities in the classroom by teachers to stimulate children's interest and enable the acquisition of knowledge about the basics of entrepreneurship in a simplified way.

Global methodology: consists in the use of motivational methods that encourage the active participation of the audience. From the first training session, the ice-breaking method was used where the audience got to know each other and then the activity started with energizing exercises, motivating the participants to feel free to engage further. The theoretical aspect of the module was developed through the presentation of theoretical lectures using ppt presentation by trainers; group discussions, case studies and practical exercises were conducted; the exchange of ideas through small groups was enabled; the raising of analytical questions by the trainer was applied to all participants to bring discussion in the auditorium; the brainstorming technique was used where everyone present shared their thoughts.

Training module development phase: May 2022 to September 2022

• The implementation of the pilot course was carried out starting with the development of the draft of the module program by the University of Vlora "Ismail Qemali";

• The evaluation of the module and the improvements were made after the meeting in Leon and Vlora and after discussions and valuable opinions presented from all partners.

Module accreditation and implementation phase: September 2022 - November 2023

• Accreditation of the module was carried out by ASCAP after submitting the application and determining the trainers for UNIEL and for all other Albanian universities that are partners in the project;

• Registration of the module in the RASH system for UNIEL was made possible in November 2023;

• The finalization of the implementation of the module at UNIEL was realized in November 2023.

Call opening
The working group prepared the call with the necessary information for the training and this call was distributed to the target groups via e-mails, social networks and the WEB page of the University of Elbasan "Aleksandër Xhuvani":

https://www.uniel.edu.al/images/lll-centre/njoftime/N_kuadr_t_projektit_EntrAL_financuar_nga_EU.pdf 

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02GxHKUVBXkgTm8zp7NHcaVqicWghrWoNcrKubXe1j1bXdzzioVRP9HJfLBJfSPd95l&id=100064720445313&mibextid=Nif5oz
Announcement on the UE Instagram page:
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Registration of candidates

The registration of teachers to attend the course was made possible through the national platform of RASH Albania for the qualification of teachers, in the link below:

https://trajnime.arsimi.rash.al/aplikim/13326
On this platform, teachers can be informed about the trainings taking place and can register for the open trainings according to the planned calendar.

Teachers also had the opportunity to register through the barcode generated in the announcements made on the WEB page and on the social networks of UNIEL( Facebook and Instagram). 

For this course, 77 teachers were registered through the RASH platform, 34 of whom attended the 3-day training at UNIEL.

Summary of training

Field: Ethics, communication and pedagogy (EKP)

Title: Entrepreneurial skills education for primary and preschool teachers for pre-university education

Code: 22EKP187

Number of credits: 1 ECTS

Trainer: Prof. Dr. Alketa Vangjeli

Date: 20.11.2023 – 24.11. 2023

Place: LLL Center, University of Elbasan "Aleksandër Xhuvani"

Number of hours: 18 hours

Number of registrants: 77

Number of participants: 34

Number of certifications: 34

Target group: Pre-school and primary education teachers were the target group for the development of this module, aiming to create an entrepreneurial mindset in them in order to convey to children of primary schools and preschool level the knowledge of entrepreneurial education in order to children manage to develop their entrepreneurial skills.

Training program and organization

The module focuses on the pillars of entrepreneurship programs in primary schools, developing competencies to design and identify relevant objectives that teachers should pursue through entrepreneurial activities aimed at primary school children. The entrepreneurship curriculum in pre-university education in Albania has served as the basis for the organization of this training.

The program was supported by taking into account the following conditions:

• Entrepreneurship education strongly promoted by EU countries;

• Framework of the curriculum of pre-university education in Albania, approved by MAS. This document states that in pre-university education students:
- cultivate personal, national identity and cultural belonging;

- acquire general cultural and civic values;

- develop the intellectual, ethical, physical, social and aesthetic aspects;

- develop responsibility for themselves, for others, for the society and the environment;

- are trained for life and work, in different social and cultural contexts;

- are able to learn throughout life (LLL);

- develop the spirit of entrepreneurship;

- the use of new technologies is enabled.
Endorsed by: Law on Pre-University Education No. 69/2015 (amended) and the Curriculum Framework document emphasize that one of the key competences of lifelong learning that passes through the curriculum of pre-university education is:

Competence for life, entrepreneurship and the environment. (the student contributes in  a productive way).

The theoretical module was realized through the cycle of theoretical lectures presented in Powerpoint. The debate and ppt presentations were organized in theoretical hours combined with discussion hours in working groups on main issues structured according to this schedule:

Day 1: 20 November 2023 12.00-15.00

Session 1- Introduction to the teacher training course
Session 2- Entrepreneurship – Contemporary trends
Day 2: 21 November 2023 12.00-15.00
Session 3- Characteristics of Entrepreneurship (EntreComp)
Session 4- Development of entrepreneurial initiatives in schools
Day 3: November 24, 2023, 12.00-15.00
Session 5- Idea generation and prototyping

Session 6- The entrepreneurial process in the classroom

Final test at the end of the training sessions.
The content of this training module is organized as follows:
Schedule: 3 days x 3 hours in the classroom = 6 hours of learning activities + 3 hours of practical activities + three days x 3 hours of portfolio and homework and research work with the expectation:
- To create and develop entrepreneurial skills for teachers;

- To identify activities that should be developed by the teacher aimed at entrepreneurial education among primary school children.

- To create a learning model for evaluating the effectiveness of early entrepreneurial education in the primary cycle of the educational system.
- To create and develop teacher competencies for the development of three types of skills in children: non-cognitive entrepreneurial skills, cognitive entrepreneurship and intentions to become entrepreneurs.

- Main result: the teacher should be able to organize by simulating an entrepreneurial program.

The teachers worked independently on tasks that included:
• Portfolio activity at home;

• Additional online session: test.

With a portfolio assignment: Classroom business and entrepreneurship in primary and secondary schools. A special session was learning through entrepreneurship projects, focusing on Basic Business Education, Business Skills, Elementary Education, Developing Entrepreneurial Skills, Student Projects and Methods of Teaching Entrepreneurial Habits.
The preparatory work consisted of: Nine concepts and principles of economics; Observation in nature; The attitude of parents with children - how they should talk about the economy at home.
Analysis was also part of the methodology based on:
A program - activities for entrepreneurial education - Kitchen and Shopping Project
The training was also focused on Tips and teaching tools for teachers

• Traditional teaching tips include learning tips

• Tools like presentation software, Books, Flipcharts, note paper.

• Visual teaching tools: model, picture, chart, graph, projector, slides.

• Audio-visual learning tools: short video on YouTube

• Web tools such as Google forms, Google pages, web searches, YouTube videos.

​

For the evaluation of the trainees, the following were used:
· Exercises

· Home work

Tools used in the training sessions were: mini-projector, flipchart, office tools, engaging the participants in reflections and doing the diagnostic assessment as well as multiple-choice questions. Case studies were a good tool for the training with practical elements. Guests invited to give their experience as teachers for entrepreneurship were part of the training, making this session more attractive and interesting.

Portfolio work actively involved teachers in a process of evaluating the course and acquired competencies.

Course evaluation

Also the evaluation of the course was very good, from an inclusion in the evaluation to a high percentage. Calls and photos of the course were published in real time on the FB page of the Entral project, as well as the call was also published on the university's WEB page.

Overall evaluation of the pilot course
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As can be seen from the graphic presentation, the evaluation of the course is very good in 72% of cases and very good in 28% of cases.

Course content
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The teachers have positively evaluated the content of the course, presenting their full agreement in 89% of cases with the clarity of the learning objectives, in 89% of the cases presenting full agreement with the program load and its manageability, and in 79% of cases have maximally evaluated the way for the training organization.

At the same time, the commitment as students of the course has been evaluated positively, where in 83% of cases there was a serious commitment to learn in this course, in 79% of cases progress was evidenced through this course and in 83% of cases they felt evaluated as students.

The students have positively evaluated the teaching methods, and the help of the trainer to understand all the issues discussed during the development of the course program. In 94% of cases, the classroom environment was evaluated as a stimulus for the learning process. The materials and books recommended for reading were evaluated as very appropriate in 83% of cases. Also, the presentation of concepts was evaluated as very clear in 83% of cases.

Students have assessed that the course has met their expectations in 74% of cases and in 89% of cases they think that the overall goal of the course has been achieved and this training will help them in their future work. The participants suggest that we offer more training on entrepreneurship topics.

Related problems
• Difficulty in managing registration through RASH.

• Little prior knowledge of entrepreneurship as a concept;

• Adaptation of entrepreneurship education for very young ages.

​
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